CHAPTER TEN

James Mill

IT was chiefly through the instrumentality of James Mill that
Bentham became a force in English politics, and a great deal of
the personality of this hard-headed Scotchman passed into the
character of British Radicalism. He was bom in 1773, twenty-five
years later than Bentham; his father was a small tradesman, and
he owed his education to a patron. Sir John Stuart, who was
struck by the boy's abilities. It was intended that he should
become a minister, but by the time his education was finished
he had ceased to believe in the Christian religion. He came to
London in 1802, and must have been at that time by no means a
Radical, since he contributed to the Anti-Jacobin. He lived by
journalism, and spent his leisure in educating his son and writing
a history of India. His history, begun in 1806, was published in
1818, and led to his being employed by the East India Company
throughout the remainder of his life. From 1808 to 1818 he
depended largely on Bentham's bounty. In the garden of Queen
Square Place, where Bentham lived, there was a small house
which had belonged to Milton; for a while, Bentham lent that
house to James Mill, but later on he took another house, near his
own, on purpose to let it to Mill for half what he himself paid
for it In the summer, if Bentham went away from London, Mill
usually came with him.
Mill had become a Radical before he met Bentham; in psycho-
logy he was a disciple of Hartley, in economics he accepted
Malthus and was a close friend of Ricardo, in politics he was an
extreme democrat and a doctrinaire believer in Msser fdre. He
was not an original thinker, but he was dear and vigorous, and
had the unquestioning faith of the bom disciple, with the dis-
ciple's utter contempt for doctrines at variance with the Master's.
*I see clearly enougjh what poor Kant is about,* he wrote, after a
brief attempt to read that philosopher. Like all his kind, he
greatly admired Helvetius, from whom he accepted the current
doctrine of the omnipotence of education. His eldest son, John